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was that the Germans, along with other things of value, took people's wedding-
rings. In vain were the appeals of some citizens to German "piety* and their
plea that those rings were of ritual significance. The metal, for the Germans,
ranked higher than religious sentiment. After the rings went the ikons with
their valuable ornamentation, the'* holy things of the family's hearth/' said
Archpriest Lysyak to me.

The savage German brutes destroyed our great sanctuaries.
Without any necessity, Tula's churches were purposefully bombarded.  Some
of them have become completely useless.   Thus, the church in the little village
of Rogozhin was destroyed, they shelled the Church of the Twelve Apostles, and
the cemetery church of All Saints-
Here is what clergy and believers of Tula have told me about this barbarous
action of the German monsters.

"The German fascists' propaganda was everywhere spreading rumours to
the effect that the fascist German Army is lighting for the liberation of the
churches from the yoke of bolshevism, and that their army alone would give
freedom to Church and religion. But their propaganda is full of lies. The
Germans are destroying the churches and scofling at religion which in our
Russia is being professed freely.

"At the moment when they occupied the Tula region, the German Army
proceeded right to the outskirts of our native town of Tufa and indiscriminately
started to bombard and shell the town, and among other things, they deliberately
shelled from field-guns and mortars our treasured Church of the Twelve Apostles.
The effect of these bombardments can be seen even now: all the glass and part
of the iron window-frames are ruined. One bomb fell against the wall of the
central-heat ing plant in the basement, damaged the central-heating system,
smashed the whole floor of the church; the flagstones arc all warped. A few
shells were also aimed at the beifry. We faithful citizens are violently shocked
by the barbarous destruction of our second church in the small village of
Rogozhin, where German shells swept off the belfry, the dome and the roof.
The fascists also continually bombed the cemetery chapel of All Saints," Arch-
priest Ponyatsky, priest in charge of the Church of the Twelve Apostles, and
faithful citizens of Tula told rne.

The Germans also deliberately destroyed the churches in the village of
Maslovka, at Alexino, the Church of the Assumption at Kaluga, Mironositsy
Church at Serpukhovo, the church in the village of Bashmakovka, Moscow
region, and others.

The destruction of churches, the profanation of holy things, the contempt
for clergy and believers have aroused among the Orthodox people of Tula region
a deep-rooted hatred of the cursed enemy of the Orthodox Church, and have
raised their patriotic feelings to a height never before attained. The joy of the
faithful of Tula region cannot be described when it pleased the Lord God to
free their land from the fascist yoke. This yoke had indeed been unbearable.
Every foot of earth was moist with the people's blood. The hardest trial of the
faithful was that their connection with the Mother-Church had been severed.
But even while separated, the spiritual bonds were not lost. In all the churches